BoCo FIRM
Fairness in Road Maintenance ' ’

No new taxes = No vote for you

The Commissioners today decided that the BoCo FIRM ballot proposal on how to fix our
roads without new taxes (see BoCo FIRM proposal to fix our roads without new

taxes ) would not appear on the November ballot. They based their decision in large part
on a staff determination that the BoCo FIRM proposal would require the Commissioners to
break the law.

If that is true, the Commissioners should turn themselves into Sheriff Pelle this
afternoon.

County claims BoCo FIRM ballot proposal would require

"the Commissioners to break the law".

The BoCo FIRM's ballot proposal, if enacted, simply directs the Commissioners to
transfer $5.5 million dollars each year from their cash on hand, cash in the bank and
investment accounts to fund an account to fix the roads.

Staff claimed that this requirement breaks the law. But as shown in the image below from
the County's own annual Financial Report, the Commissioners approved a $988,492
General Fund Appropriation from TABOR reserves to the County Road and Bridge Fund
(REF: Boulder County 2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, page 131). This
transfer is identical to what our proposal would require the Commissioners to do.

We are left to wonder why this transfer is legal and our proposed transfers are not.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yOAxEMsVpOSNbUCB8bub90w6YG15fJSYooTvAjH3O4v6YmobI_FRlDzxACrMs7-0HYZttH21GVGhWr9-OELMcJzLP9eh_Ue7yfL-kjQTLlQikBoLBPHFtemECXj_7rNzhx-czrfyNjDIipZUF0vQivO3TvXiYMEqMDsDicaq34Y=&c=MRED5kNtkxWLaJBVuJ_orFa_3Yh_EgBq6-KcqZ8YMZI8MPrPfw-PAA==&ch=53fRiUCCYbxrj6_gkoG6jAbYlazgaldS4CJX91axEry7RWhwTIdqsg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yOAxEMsVpOSNbUCB8bub90w6YG15fJSYooTvAjH3O4v6YmobI_FRlFOpgz7F_m4UghKA4BfUbmUafERVNorqIg8Z3nnNW-otv-ynyZfK8rRuc8mC3LAHTDSKhRszGh8MPoIlKkWrN3bLXks3-zO_WLwKGJFrKu1rA5uzIa9De3vaiG_2m3GwsdkNExwonun-XHfk_hZZG--ssvl6VoRiY8f14tDBNEDMy-ueesFA93L4xeMD8jwbAiGTpCa3DpeY&c=MRED5kNtkxWLaJBVuJ_orFa_3Yh_EgBq6-KcqZ8YMZI8MPrPfw-PAA==&ch=53fRiUCCYbxrj6_gkoG6jAbYlazgaldS4CJX91axEry7RWhwTIdqsg==
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Local Highway Finance Report
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County also claimed that the BoCo FIRM solution would

illegally impose restrictions on future Commissioners
This claim is almost laughable. The Commissioners routinely execute contracts, issue
bonds, hire employees, put issues on the ballot, etc... that obligate and control the
discretion and decisions of future Commissioners. Staff also claimed that a vote of the
citizens that would control the action of future Commissioners is illegal. We can only
guess that staff has never heard of Colorado's Amendment 23 that requires the State
legislature to do exactly what staff said was illegal.

Another example of special treatment for some citizens

The truly sad part of today's proceedings is that not once, despite numerous requests from
BoCo FIRM, did County staff engage with us to discuss their concerns. This is in stark
contrast to how they bent over backwards to work with the group of six citizens to place
their "Road Ransom" tax measure on the ballot.

We can only guess that the price of admission to meet with staff is to propose a ballot
measure that includes a new revenue source for the county. No other option seems to get
past the front door.
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The next steps

Although we didn't agree with county staff's interpretations of state statute, BoCo FIRM
was prepared to submit a new ballot measure this afternoon that would address the
concemns of County staff. That effort was preempted today when the Commissioners said
that despite a legal deadline of September 9th for finalizing the November ballot, they
would not accept any more proposed ballot measures from citizens.

As aresult BoCo FIRM's Advocacy Committee will meet to finalize our plans moving
forward regarding the November election. We will also continue the legal fight that now
resides with the Colorado Supreme Court.

Boulder County Fairness in Road Maintenance
PO Box 11275
Boulder, CO 80301

Boulder County FIRM, PO Box 11275, Boulder, CO 80301


https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001U0fVO_xtulSDxRyTLqZcwQ%3D%3D&ch=02f0f190-7b4d-11e3-bd66-d4ae5292b9a6&ca=33934eb5-a5db-40ff-928e-3288d9019a16
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=lzztdsoab&m=1115151787819&ea=david%40limbach.com&a=1125669270038
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001U0fVO_xtulSDxRyTLqZcwQ%3D%3D&ch=02f0f190-7b4d-11e3-bd66-d4ae5292b9a6&ca=33934eb5-a5db-40ff-928e-3288d9019a16
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:info@bocofirm.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PM_NPN
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PM_NPN
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